
How to draw your own 
shakespeare cartoons

by Marcia Williams

When I was at school I dreamed of being an actor. I loved art and writing, but my best 
friend was better than me at both of these things - I was better at acting! Anyway, life takes 
many twists and turns and I ended up writing and illustrating and eventually, rewriting and 
illustrating Shakespeare’s plays. As I began this process I suddenly realized that by creating 
comic strip versions of his plays, with an audience, I was at last fulfilling my childhood dream: 
I had become an actor. Only it was better than that: I got to act all the parts, direct the play 
and be the costume designer - what could be more fun!

Now it is your turn to direct, act and design your Shakespeare play. You will see that I have  
given you a few tips, but I don’t think you will need them because I can already hear the  
audience shout “BRAVO!”

Speech bubbles
✦ Speech bubbles always read from left to right.  
✦ Keep the bubbles up at the top of your picture so you have more room for your drawing.
✦ Write the text first, then draw the bubble around it. Otherwise, you might have trouble fitting the words into your bubble!

Drawing characters
✦ 	Make sure each character looks very different so that your reader doesn’t get muddled.
✦ 	Your characters will look more interesting if you exaggerate some of their features. For instance: if he or she has a big nose, 

make it a real hooter, and if he or she is tall, make them as tall as a tree!

Telling the story
✦ 	There isn’t a right way to tell a story. When you retell a story it becomes your own, so tell it YOUR way.
✦ 	Keep your sentences short and clear. The words are the bones of the story - you can add flesh and colour with speech 

bubbles and pictures. 

GOOD LUCK!

Marcia Williams
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Draw the pictures to go with the words and make your own comic 
strip of The Tempest.
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Draw the pictures to go with the words and make your own comic strip of  
the first few scenes of Romeo and Juliet. What do you think happens next?
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Draw the pictures to go with the words and make your own comic strip of  
the first few scenes of Macbeth. What do you think happens next? 
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THE TEMPEST
Prospero is telling his daughter Miranda how they came to live on a magical island.  
What is happening in the background? Colour in the picture and write down what  
you think everyone is saying. Give the picture a title.
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THE TEMPEST
Prospero has ordered Ferdinand, who has fallen in love with Miranda, to fetch and 
carry wood. Can you see anyone else in the picture? Colour in the picture and write 
down what you think everyone is saying. Give the picture a title. 
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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM
At the beginning of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The fairy King and Queen,  
Oberon and Titania, are arguing. Colour in the picture and write down what  
you think everyone is saying. Give the picture a title.
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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM
Puck has put a spell on a man named Bottom, giving him an ass’s head. Bottom 
hasn’t noticed yet – but his friends have! Colour in the picture and write down  
what you think everyone is saying. Give the picture a title.
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MACBETH
Macbeth and his friend Banquo meet three witches on their way home from a battle. 
The witches predict that Macbeth will become King. Colour in the picture and write 
down what you think everyone is saying. Give the picture a title.

Illustration © 1998 Marcia Williams from Mr William Shakespeare’s Plays, published by Walker Books Ltd



MACBETH
Macbeth is told by three witches that he will be King until the forest comes to his castle. 
He thinks this will never happen – but then the watchman sees the trees moving towards 
them! What is really happening? Colour in the picture and write down what you think 
everyone is saying. Give the picture a title.
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