DIVE iNnTo A WATERY WORLD

The sea covers almost three-quarters of the Earth’s
surface. This immense body of water is home to an
enormous variety of creatures, and is important to
all life on land too. But the sea and its inhabitants
are being damaged. This is not only sad, it is also
a problem that affects the whole planet.

Let’s explore the sea and find out why
it’s so important.

Our blue planet

What does the bottom
of the sea look like?

Why is the sea important?

What lives beneath the waves?
Plenty of fish in the sea

What is the biggest fish in the sea?
Scaly swimmers

Meet the mammals

Other curious creatures

There’s no place like home

A life on the ice

26 Coralreef city
28 Underwater forests
The big blue
Dark and deep
What’s the catch?
Too many boats, too few fish
Changing seas
Plastic problems

How can you help?

Make your own shopping bag

A wave of change
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The sea is planet Earth's MARINE PLANTS make their own MARINE ANIMALS eat plants

biggest habitat and it is food by using energy from sunlight. and other animals. it
home to many living things. {
MARINE LIFE describes \ I

all the animals and plants . /

that live in the sea.
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Even where you cannot see
it, there is life in the sea.

Just one drop of seawater
contains thousands

of tiny floating

plants, animals, and A
other microscopic

creatures called
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WHAT DUES THE BOTTOM UF THE SEA LuuK LIKE? Some underwater volcanoes erupt and create mountains

so tall that they eventually become ISLANIS where
Far from being flat, the sea floor is actually similar to the landscape we see above plants and animals can live.
the waves. In the oceans, there are erupting volcanoes, deep trenches, and mountains

taller than Mount Everest, the highest peak on land. After an underwater volcano has erupted,

cold seawater cools the lava, which hardens
into rocky lumps.These can be very big and
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The sea is separated into four different zones: form underwater MOUNTAINS. !

SUNLIT ZONE - Many plants and sea creatures
need warmth and light from the Sun to survive, so

.
There are more :

VOLCANOES under water 4

they live here, close to the surface.



We spend most o
here without it. This
breathe, the water we dr

Ocean currents are like
underwater winds that
move water from one place
to another.
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WHAT LIVES BENEATH THE WAVES?

Life is everywhere in the sea — from the sunlit ocean
surface to the darkest depths. This makes it
a fascinating, exciting, and very important place.

Let’s find out more about some of the
creatures that make the sea their home.




PLENTY OF FISH IN THE SEA

When you think of the seq, the first animal you picture is probably a FISH that might
look like the one you can see here. But fish come in all sorts of shapes and sizes, and
they have special features for living under water.

Male and female SEAHORSE couples dance
together. Changing colour as they move, the
couples swim side-by-side, linking tails and

circling around each other.

Many fish have
SCALES, which
protect them and
let them swim
smoothly.

GIANT DARFISH grow to at least 10m (33ft) long.
Before people knew what they were, oarfish were
thought to be dangerous sea serpents.
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3 — - ¢ \\§ Most fish are
Humans breathe ~ \\‘ \ COLD-BLOODED,
with lungs but fish § ‘ which means they stay
breathe using their N\ FINS help the same temperature
BILLS, taking in fish to swim as the water
oxygen from and steer. around them.

the water.

These fins belong to the
biggest fish in the sea...

THERE ARE MORE THAN 33,000 SPECIES (TYPES) OF FISH. WHILE MOST
OF THEM HAVE GILLS, FINS, AND SCALES. THEY ARE ALL VERY DIFFERENT...



