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While reading The Christmas Wish-tastrophe by Cariad Llo}gd, gather

information about the main character, Lgd.'Lo.. You should add to

each category as the story develops and you learn more about her.

What do you know about Lydia?

What is Lgdla's personalltg? How does What challenges does Lgd'm. face, and how
this develop throughout the story? does she deal with them?

Which other characters are i.m.porta.n.’c to Lgdla? What role do theg plag in the storg?

Discover more books at 1 Discover more resources at
HachetteChildrens.co.uk L HachetteSchools.co.uk




o

The Christmas Wish-taseraphe

Lady Partridge headed for the door, putring on a
large bonner festooned with peacock feathers. Lydia
exhaled as quietly as she could, thinking it was over,
then suddenly the feathers swung back around ro face
her—

“Understand this, Lydia Marmalade. If you are not
good, modest; quiet and everything I expect of a girl
of your age, you shall be removed from my house.
Where you live after that will be no concern of mine.
A workhouse for poor children, no doubt.”

Lydia found herself nodding. A workhouse? She
had never seen one, but she knew it was where you
were sent when you had no meney and no family to
help you. A terrifying cellar full of spiders, with
the door locked, flashed in her mind.

Lady Partridge hesirated and picked up Lydias

mothers shawl from her chair. It was a delicate
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Peppomberiey

T will give you untl Christmas Day. If you
can behave like a proper lady until then, you may
become a member of my household, indeed my
family. If not ... I have made it clear what will
become of you. She placed the shawl carefully
back on to the moth-eaten chair. *Oh, and your
dog is not welcome at Peppomberley. I tolerare
no such useless animals. Be sure to be rid of him
before the carriage calls for you.

Lady Partridge did something with her face —
Lydia realised that it was an actempt at a smile — and
swooped out the door.

Lydia slumped on to the chair. For a second it
felt as if nothing had happened, and her life was the
same. She looked around the dishevelled cotrage,
and heard its silence. Then she knew it had changed.
Everything had.
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cornflower bluc. For a2 moment Lydia thought she Colin ran in and curled on to her lap, licking her

saw her cheeks flush, then she straightened. nose and letting out a whimper.
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Discussion Questions:

What does the way that Lad.y Partrldge speaks to LgdLa tell you about her
personalltg?

Whg do you think that Lady Po.rtridge is be'mg so strict with Lgdia?

How does Lgdla feel when Lo.dg Partrldge mentions the workhouse? Whg did
Ladg Partridge mention the workhouse?

Whg is the blue shawl important to Lgdla? How does Lo.dL_.J Pc.rtr'Ldge react to
the shawl?

Whg do you think that Lgdia felt like nothlng had happened, but soon
realised that evergthi.ng had changed? What did she mean?
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The Christnas Wish-rastraphe

She'd thought she'd got better at it!

She ran back into the ballroom, but she couldnt
see Bel anywhere! Neither could she feel the pull
between them, so Bel must be nearby.

As she was wondering whether to start searching
everyone’s heads, she suddenly saw an orange flash
high up in the tree.

Lydia felt anger rising. Why didn't Bel listen to
her? She had promised to behave, bur instead had

gone and done what she wanted, as usual. Lydia

The Midwinter Ball

possible. She could see Bel swinging around bur
although she was little, she was fierce, and she would
not let go. She glared at Lydia and shouted down
(in her small sprite voice), ‘Frolicking frostbite! Stop
waggling the tree, Lyddy; or I shall fall and crash on
to my botrom!’

The two women Lady Partridge had been speaking
to appeared by Lydia’s side just as she shouted into
the tree, *Oh Bel, please come down!

‘Is everything quite well, my dear?” one asked.

stopped in her tracks. Bel’s behaviour reminded her Ob e Tyl guickety Nty wably it isk s

singing and shouting into the tree as we used to do
of someone ... herself.

Peshuaps Bel didit mean v disobey Lydie: 6k Suse in Hopperton. We need to let the tree know that if it

; doesn't listen to us, then spring will not come.” She
that these weren't the right rules for her. ! pring

Lydia hissed up to her, ‘Bel! Bel! Come down stared at the tree with gritted wceth.

. . :
- : So many strange rumours about this Hopperron
here now!" Bel dived down further into the tree and ¥y g€ PP :

R - the other lady whispered to her sister. ‘Lady Partridge

There vius sothing for ic. Lydia grbbied as much is indeed more kind than we knew to take in such a

tree as she could and shook it, trying to be as quiet as wild thing ...

174
e

DISCuSSion Quesfioms:
Wh-j did Lgdta want to get Bel out of the tree? What did she think might
happen?

Whg didn't Bel listen to Lgdia? What do you do if someone isn't llsteni.n.g to
you?

Whg did Bel's behaviour make Lgdia feel angrg? What did it make her realise
about herself?

How did putting herself in Bel's shoes he|.p Lgdi.o. understand Bel's behaviour
better?

What do the two women think about Lgdia shaklng the tree? What does their
wh'Lsper'Ln.g tell you about them?
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The Christmas Wish-tastrophe

Lydia laughed. The first page was a map, with all the
twisting corridors and small doors marked on to i, and
a tiny compass mark in the corner, so she could find
her way round the house. Her mother had known she
would start exploring straight away. There was another
map of the formal gardens, and a beautiful skerch of
the woods at the back. Underneath, her mother had
noted, ‘my favourite view of Peppomberley’ — Lydia
had stood on that very spot and felt the wind rush
past her, seen how old and small Peppomberley had
looked from there, and her mother had too. Lydia
could even see some sparks flying up from the trees
— maybe her mother had known about the sprites in

the woods! There were more sketches and thoughts, a

recipe for a pudding she liked, wildlife Lydia should
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My dearest Lydia,

[ hnow you shall want to cause wischief in such a grand
house. Feppontbersy has that effect on fonte of us! 't sire
You have settled in how and that Georgiana (Lady Partridge
to yow) has told yon the Eruth about fow we knew each
other, and last eachother. Undermeath everything, she is the
kindlest soil, but wot always e most willing to be sitly wntil
She s tricked into 1€ — then | assare you She (5 wore fuh and
troueble Ehan even you are prepared for.

Enjoy Peppomberley, my darling gin. Whenever you heed
we, | am iere — i the SEAKS, Tn the roots of Bhe trees, in the
arrall around you. [ awt not gone, | am i your heart beating
with you. Miss me, Lydia, bt do ot ever feel alone.
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look out for. And then, a letter on the last page.

Your loving mother sy
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Discussion Cuestions:

Why did Lydia’s mother include a map in her A Guide to Surviving
Peppomberley? Whg did it make Lydlo, laugh?

How do you think Lgdla felt when she realised that she had shared the same
view as her mother? Whg was this meortant for her?

Do you think Lgdla's mother had known about the spr'L’r.es? How would the
posslbllltg that her mother had encountered the sprltes make Lgdla feel?

What do you think Lgdia's mother means when she says that Lc.dg Partrid.ge is

more fun when “she is tricked into it"?

How do you think Lgdta feels about the letter? What do you think Lgdlo. will

do next after receiving this letter? How will it influence her actions?
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In The Christmas Wish-tastrophe by Cariad Lloyd, Lydia makes a
Christmas wish that the sprlte, Bel, has a mc.glcal du.tg to gro.nt.

Imc.g'me that you had the opportunity to make a Christmas wish. What

WOLLLCJ. HOU. Wi,Sh FOF? WOLLI.d. it be a Wi,Sh 'FOF HOU.FSCL'F or 'FOF someone 2[52?

Write your Christmas wish on the
label below and decorate it.
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Cross out each word as you find it.

PIAIR|T|R|I[D|G|E|Y|H|S|I[W|R
PIEIPIP|OIMI[B|E|RIL|E|YI|Z]|X]|]J
EIXIHIB|{Y|AIN|P|O|R|T|R|A|I|T
VIDIW|I|AID|T|C|IO|L|IIN|J|TI|E
DIO|UI[V|F|IN|H|IEIE[P|O|M|IM|O|C
CIWII[T[Y[U[A[P[I[O[A[O[O|Y X
HINIM|HIZ[M|F|Y[B|R|IO[J|Y|M|T
RIE|A|D|(O|D|P|E|{M[R|IR|I|O|B|U
I|TIR|ISIAIE|[R|A|L|RIMIA[C|H|R
SI{I|I|FIE|T|ILIL|AIA[M|J|H[N|D
TIRIAIV|II|IAIA[Y|IR|R|I|A|ID|GIN
MIPIN|IE|IDIB|I|T|D|K|A[I|C|SIN
A[SIN|IE|T|IE|IHIBIE|L|Y|D|I|AIG
SIEIE|T|G|A|AIN[K|[A|P|V|J|INU
BALLROOM EDMUND PARTRIDGE
BEL HARRIET PEPPOMBERLEY
RERTIE 'YDIA  PORTRAIT
CHRISTMAS  MARIANNE SPRITE

Wep, COLIN  MARMALADE ~ WISH
ay MARTHA



>~
RJTECXTURDNNGU%ET
Yy +H
WX_I._IOV/MBHNGSANDEAr__lLH
= SEx A
n~|x|(Z|Z|o|- |~ < |<|—al>| £ = O P
S O A
T/ O<|IO|xx|[=|=[—|<<[>>]|a- Mn_l
0 ||z || |ofeelacfee | << oz |2 || << L W |
) V) EROOEIBMLARDEKWHAWMM
— — |
i , — cc |
48 Ol Z|—|T|<|w o |e _A.I_HAmm_nul_meM
X —|S|<|ao|lZ|D|=|o|w|—|<<|o|w]|<< =
,OIW X|OXN|<|([L|IXNN|O|<|w|—H A (O
Cf S M
ANgy Hla|aol—|> |- lT|loluv|w|>lwlw|l—| O u <
- L
+m oo (T DI |IZ2|<|x|(— <2 |=Z | mrr““R“S_H__
—
pmuu <|lw | X[O|O|I=|IZ|w|H|—|xx|o v w N_B%mm
N. alo|w|>alO|lT|e|—|un|(—|=S|<|un| o m_w ¢



<[] h_E;CAhette

'y t';(h'j‘){ s

Resources created by

@ Teacher'sPet

Discover more books at o | =0 Discover more resources at
HachetteChildrens.co.uk I HachetteSchools.co.uk




