Plans are already

underway, and our

forces are moving
into position.

Then eliminate this 2% 1.ITTLEBROOK |
Lord of Hightown, and ; A small village on the

take the city! outskirts of Hightown.

The Shadow
rises!

. :) “ :
NG won,

= you seem in a
&\ thoughtful mood?

rises! ' 4 y

The Shadow 1B _ N\ " p 5?/
{/




Forgive me, old friend.
As you get older, you
start to spend more time
thinking about the past
than the present.

What is on
your mind?

I was thinking abo
how many times I have
Toured the lands around
Hightown.

I'm sure you have many
summers to do so, my lord.
But, I fear this is not really
what occupies your mind.

You know

Jotan.

too well, Kal

me

It is Scarlett. I often think
of how she is doing. Whether
it was right fo send her off
like that. She was so young.

My sources in Heaven's
Blade tell me she is thriving
under the tutelage of the

Besides, you didn't have a
choice. When the mages call
someone to train, not even
the Empress could refuse.
She will be fine.

She was determined,
even as a young qirl.
I was always proud of
her for that,

Forgive an old
man’s ramblings.

15

Apologies, Kal.

My lord, 1
see smoke




Father, the village .
is abandoned. Signs of _ Raiders
struggle everywhere. i\ this far south?

Can it be?!

==

. Something doesn’t
feel right... take
care my lord.

L Spread out,
- and search the
areal

Who could
have done

Wait a minute...
No... it can't bel




.

=74  what you are,
\.?ﬂ shadow spawn.

—







I must get word '\
to the Council of
Flowers.
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HEAVEN’S BLADE .
loud Reach Mountains, North Jindar - |
where the mages of the Empire have
trained for one thousan d years.




I have an urgent
message for you and
the Council of

Lord Edar and his
sons have been killed

by The Shadow.

So, Scarlett Thawn is
now heir to Hightown.
This could be the
opportunity I've been
waiting for...




Come on, Novice
| Scarlett, lightning!

Her family were told of
her ability and were pleased.
For a mage in the family was

a great honour.

She was then taken north.
Away from her home, away
from her family.

To the home of the
mages: Heaven'’s

Bring her -
to me after
evening studies.




There, she pledged
service o The Ancients.

Over years she
would frain her

Sharpen

her mind.

/

/i

And learn how
to use powerful
magic.

Life was
hard.

BN O\ W\

And
unforgiving.

But the pain A
was worth it. |8
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