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Q8&A

N\ WITH DHONIELLE CLAYTON

Trapped at a luxurious resort off the coast of
Florida, a group of elite teens are about to have a
spring break they will never forget... but not all of

them are coming home. A star-studded team of
authors (Dhonielle Clayton, Tiffany D. Jackson, Nic
Stone, Angie Thomas, Ashley Woodfolk and Nicola
Yoon) return with a thriller full of intrigue, betrayal,
and heart-stopping romance.

(]

Who came up withtheidea
forthebook.and howdid
the co-authoring process
work between the group?

After writing ‘Blackout’ and ‘Whiteout, we
wanted to do something different. |
remember being in a hotel in Los
Angeles talking with Ashley about what
we should do next. She suggested we try
something more genre-focused, maybe
even spooky. | immediately thought of a
murder mystery thriller, especially since
Tiffany D. Jackson is so strong in that
space. We started imagining something
with a ‘Knives Out' feel, and it was one of
those moments where everything just
clicked.

The co-authoring process worked well
because we all leaned into our strengths.
| focused on structure and the overall
framework. Tiffany brought suspense and
tension. Nic is great with dialogue and
voice. Angie adds humor. Nicola focuses
on romance and connection. Ashley
brings emotional depth.

We began by outlining the structure, then
built the characters together, including
their secrets and motivations. From there,
we mapped out the twists and how
everything would unfold.

What did you enjoy most
about writing ‘Breakout’,
andwhat inspiredyouto
writeit?

If youwere part of this
friend group, which
character would yoube?

; ; | would like to say River. She is
| most enjoyed developing the secrets .
. put-together, smart, and always in
and figuring out how to reveal them over

. : control. Her mom handles crises,
time. It was fun to explore who was lying

to whom and how those lies would and that influence shows in how
unravel. Brainstorming with the group she moves through the world.
about the characters’ secrets and how
they would try to hide them was a

highlight.

In reality, | am probably closer to
Sydney or Noelle. Sydney has her

own messiness, and Noelle feels

We were inspired by a gap in the young things deeply and can be a bit

adult mystery thriller space. Outside of . . . .
) =l RS a el chaotic. So while | aim to be like
Tiffany’s work, there were not many

. River, | am likely somewhere
stories centered on messy Black teens

getting into complicated situations. We closer to the messier side of the
wanted to show that kind of story, with
characters who are flawed, chaotic, and

fully human.

| was also excited to write about a setting
I know well. | grew up in the Washington,
D.C. suburbs around families connected
to the U.S. government. Many of those
kids lived under constant scrutiny, with
security, media attention, and limited
freedom. Bringing that environment into
the story felt both meaningful and fun.
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- Ahiddenworld. Animpossible choic
| Secrets liebeneaththe sutface...

Elio's family owns a successful holiday resort on
the Spanish coast, but when multiple teenagers
go missing in suspicious circumstances, booking -
- across the town dry up. Then Elio witnesses =4
somethlng strange - the sea parting fora teenage \ '
girl, before carefully enveloplng her. A few days

- . later, Sam, a British tourist, comes to find him. Her

older sister Jess is one of the missing teens. As they T
investigate, they too are pulled into the water and
: discover an underwater city ruled by selkie-like L NE

- creatures. The beings are in desperate need of Elio 8
MEET THE - and Sam's help, but why have they been taking l_EAD

AUTHOR teenagers and can they reaIIy be trusted?

w® -

@ @sophlecameronbooks ; 3 SOPmE CAMERON

oy Dareyoustepintothe
ges .
10- shadows once again?

Tom and his new friends from Beaufort's School for
Deceptive Arts are taken on a treasure-hunting trip to
a private island in the Mediterranean once owned by
the great villain himself, the Duke of Nimes. The Duke
is said to have hidden a spectacular treasure in the
warrens, tunnels and caves that pepper the island - as
well as a terrifying weapon. Will Tom'’s street-smarts
keep him and his friends alive as they chase down the
treasure? And who are the deadly double agents that
are sabotaging everything?

Trust noone. Thls iIsnotagame.

CLICKHERE TO
READ AN EXTRACT
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DROP DEAD

Global superstar Blair Baker rises high above the stage for the opening
~number of her hometown show. The crowd erupts in applause. Then come

‘//

the screams. For her sister, Stevie, Blair's murder is more than a headline. MEET THE

AUTHOR

And she will stop at nothing to uncover the truth.

® ®
Fameis aKkiller!
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« Think: ‘A Good Giirl's Guide to Murder’ for Swifties

« Unputdownable, page turning and suspenseful,
welcome to your new crime thriller obsession!

« Featuring a small-town setting, a dynamite teen rﬂ
detective duo and twists you won't see coming

Perfect for fans of The Disappearance of Rachel
Price and Five Survive by Holly Jackson,
©
A PUNCHYromance!
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ages
12+

Margo and Moon were on two different trains, in two different worlds.
They never should have met - but they did. '
And now they are running out of time. I

Margo is on a train when she slips into another dimension, passing from
the height of Irish summer into the chill of an alien winter, from a 24-hour
day to one that begins and ends in just six hours. From a stranger gn the
train - a travelling salesman by the name of Moon - she learns thatNew
Davia is part of a world scarred by uprisings, travel bans and worl¢
sealings. Power is determined by time — who has it, who doesn't, <3Z
and who has the freedom to travel between time zones

USPENSEFUL, R)NM l' EIQllﬁITi MNI[H.MG

‘Wildly inventive'’

'Shockingly smart’
~ CARO| NE B
ODONOGHUE

NEW
mnx TIMES BESTSELL g AUTHOR
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A funny, moving
enemies-to-friends
graphicnovel

= The prophecy foretold they would be
enemies... it didn't mention they'd be
flatmates.

Four years ago, Dirk Earnest might
have defeated the Demon Overlord
and his horde. Now he’s just a normal
university student. (Or trying to be.)
Dirk has many adoring fans who
follow his every move in person and
online, but he's also crushingly lonely.
Cue his new flatmate, Medusa de la
Tempéte: art student, former evil
minion, war criminal... and Dirk’s
nemesis.

MEET THE AUTHOR
& ILLUSTRATOR

Sparks fly when Prince Zayd, fresh from
defending the borders of Dakaria meets
Princess Layla of Sawan, determined to run
away from her cruel, power-hungry mother.

—When Layla discovers she has latent powers,
ones she doesn't understand and begins to
fkr, and Zayd begins to negotiate with the
mages, who have been in hiding for a
hundred years, the young royals' paths
become intertwined.

Expect:
. Divided kingdoms
- Forbidden love
- A centuries-old prophecy
- Magic, war and royals

MEET THE AUTHOR
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Proud to supponrt
The National Year

Authorfy is FREE for the National . . of Reading 2026.
Year of Reading 2026! '

Browse the largest library of author videas in the world, get

unlimited access to thousands of book extracts, resources
and writing challenges, and connect with hundreds of

A
children’s authors and illustrators at the touch of a button. G o
+ A

IN.
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	Read an interview with Dhonielle  inside this newsletter!
	‘YA’s biggest stars have written the collab of
	the year!’
	Q&A
	WITH  DHONIELLE CLAYTON
	Trapped at a luxurious resort off the coast of Florida, a group of elite teens are about to have a spring break they will never forget… but not all of them are coming home. A star-studded team of authors (Dhonielle Clayton, Tiffany D. Jackson, Nic Stone, Angie Thomas, Ashley Woodfolk and Nicola Yoon) return with a thriller full of intrigue, betrayal, and heart-stopping romance.
	Who came up with the idea for the book, and how did the co-authoring process work between the group?
	After writing ‘Blackout’ and ‘Whiteout’, we wanted to do something different. I remember being in a hotel in Los Angeles talking with Ashley about what we should do next. She suggested we try something more genre-focused, maybe even spooky. I immediately thought of a murder mystery thriller, especially since Tiffany D. Jackson is so strong in that space. We started imagining something with a ‘Knives Out’ feel, and it was one of those moments where everything just clicked.
	The co-authoring process worked well because we all leaned into our strengths. I focused on structure and the overall framework. Tiffany brought suspense and tension. Nic is great with dialogue and voice. Angie adds humor. Nicola focuses on romance and connection. Ashley brings emotional depth.
	We began by outlining the structure, then built the characters together, including their secrets and motivations. From there, we mapped out the twists and how everything would unfold.

	What did you enjoy most about writing ‘Breakout’, and what inspired you to write it?
	I most enjoyed developing the secrets and figuring out how to reveal them over time. It was fun to explore who was lying to whom and how those lies would unravel. Brainstorming with the group about the characters’ secrets and how they would try to hide them was a highlight.
	We were inspired by a gap in the young adult mystery thriller space. Outside of Tiffany’s work, there were not many stories centered on messy Black teens getting into complicated situations. We wanted to show that kind of story, with characters who are flawed, chaotic, and fully human.
	I was also excited to write about a setting I know well. I grew up in the Washington, D.C. suburbs around families connected to the U.S. government. Many of those kids lived under constant scrutiny, with security, media attention, and limited freedom. Bringing that environment into the story felt both meaningful and fun.

	If you were part of this friend group, which character would you be?
	I would like to say River. She is put-together, smart, and always in control. Her mom handles crises, and that influence shows in how she moves through the world.
	In reality, I am probably closer to Sydney or Noelle. Sydney has her own messiness, and Noelle feels things deeply and can be a bit chaotic. So while I aim to be like River, I am likely somewhere closer to the messier side of the group.

	CLICK HERE TO  READ AN EXTRACT


	FOLLOW THE AUTHORS
	Dare you step into the
	shadows once again?
	For  ages  14+
	Global superstar Blair Baker rises high above the stage for the opening number of her hometown show. The crowd erupts in applause. Then come the screams. For her sister, Stevie, Blair’s murder is more than a headline. And she will stop at nothing to uncover the truth.


	MEET THE  AUTHOR

	Fame is a killer!
	Think: ‘A Good Girl's Guide to Murder’ for Swifties
	Unputdownable, page turning and suspenseful, welcome to your new crime thriller obsession!
	Featuring a small-town setting, a dynamite teen detective duo and twists you won’t see coming
	Perfect for fans of The Disappearance of Rachel Price and Five Survive by Holly Jackson,
	MEET THE AUTHOR
	@britneybrouwer


	A PUNCHY romance!
	Annie Armani's life changed with one knockout punch. She's not a scrappy nobody any longer - she's the Junior MMA Champion, the star of a new documentary.
	CLICK HERE TO  READ AN EXTRACT
	Secretly though, Annie's terrified. The punch was a fluke and she's still reeling from her brother Marc's recent death. Now Annie has to contend with nosy producers, adoring fans and (worst of all) her feelings for her hot new sparring partner, Jake Duff. With her future and her heart on the line, can Annie prove she's got what it takes to be  a knockout sports star?

	For  ages  14+
	WHAT TO EXPECT:
	MMA Fighter x Sparring Partner
	Reality TV star
	Enemies to lovers
	Female athlete
	Found family
	@j_c_pearson



	@czaronline
	A funny, moving enemies-to-friends graphic novel
	BOOKDROP is brought to you by
	CLICK TO BROWSE AUTHORFY.COM
	WATCH VIDEOS WITH THESE  YA AUTHORS
	AT AUTHORFY.COM
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	In partnership with the  UK’s publishing industry...


