TEACHER’S
NOTES
Journey back in time with
Bloomsbury’s children’s books

Bloomsbury’s historical fiction encompasses thrilling, dramatic and gripping
historical adventures set in time periods ranging from Medieval Baghdad
to Interwar Britain. Bring the history curriculum to life for Key Stages 2 and 3.
For a full list of titles, click here.
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Ongoing Activities that can be used
with all books in the collection.
READING ACTIVITIES
Pupils could keep a reading log/journal to keep notes of their thoughts, feelings, ideas and
viewpoints as they progress through the book, all of the following ideas support the 2014
National Curriculum for reading.

MAKING NOTES
•

Make notes to aid/promote discussion within reading groups. Pupils can develop
and build on their own ideas and those of others, ensuring all ideas are respected.

ASKING QUESTIONS
•

Ask questions and find the answers through reading, research and discussion.

•

What questions would you ask a character?
Hot-seat a character of your choice: compose questions and select pupils
to to take on a role and respond from the point of view of their chosen character.

PREDICTIONS
•

Make regular predictions about what might happen next using the details stated and
implied. Ask pupils: What event might happen next?
Choose a situation from one of the books, and pick a character not involved in the
situation. What would that character do in that situation?
What are the consequences of a character’s actions?
What is the character thinking or feeling at a particular point in the story?
Choose phrases from the story to support your point of view.

CHOICE
•

Pick a key event – what would be different for the character if something else had happened?

•

Think of three things that could have happened at the end of a chapter. What effect would
each scenario have on the chapter? Explore what you would do differently in a similar situation.

SUMMARISE
•

Write your own back cover blurb for one of the stories in the collection.
Remember it needs to grab the attention of a potential reader and should not
give too much of the story away.

•

Pick a key event or chapter and summarise it in _________words. How does the summary
change if you are reporting from a different perspective?

•

Write a synopsis of the story, making sure the main events and themes are covered.
Pupils could be given a word limit for their summary to ensure they pick out the most
important aspects. This could also be written as a critic’s review.
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VISUALISATION
•

At various points of the story, use the author’s descriptions and historical resources to
create illustrations for the book which accurately represent the time period.

•

Describe how drawing a sketch helps you to respond to the story. How is your sketch/
interpretation different to your peers’?

•

Discuss the effect of adding colour to your sketch.

•

Discuss how using the historical resources help you to accurately represent the time
period in your sketches.

EXPLORING LANGUAGE
•

Explore the meaning of words used by the author – clarifying unfamiliar words and
extending personal vocabulary.

•

Record examples of word choices which show the story is set in a different time.

•

Record examples of the author’s use of imagery.

•

Discuss how the author shows a character’s feelings through their descriptions and their
actions.

•

Compare and contrast the language used by the different authors.

AUTHOR
•

Quickly research one or all of the authors (Tony Bradman, Saviour Pirotta,
Stuart Hill and Terry Deary).

•

Do you know any stories/books by the same author? How was it similar/different to the
story/book you have just read?

•

Pick two of the books and look for similarities and differences. Think about the characters,
story structure, plot development, features, viewpoints, sentence structure, themes,
language, imagery, punctuation, and life in the different times of history.

•

How does the author show that the story is set in the past? Share at least 10 examples
and discuss why they’re important to the story.

•

Would you choose to read more books by the same author(s)? Give reasons to explain
your decision.

•

Write five things you like about the author’s writing style.

FACT OR FICTION
•

Separate the fact from the fiction when reading one of the novels in the collection.
Create a list of facts and a list of fiction.

EXPLORING CHARACTERS
•

Discuss the vocabulary used to describe the different main characters. Draw an
illustration and compose a description of the chosen character(s) ensuring both
their appearance and personality are described in detail.
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•

Explore how the characters have changed throughout the story. Have they grown older?
Has their appearance changed? How have their feelings changed?

•

Contrast the character at two key points in the book.

•

Compare two different characters – what is similar/different about them?
Find quotes to support your suggestions and ideas.

WRITING ACTIVITIES
SAME STORY, DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE
•

Create a diary entry from the viewpoint of one of the characters – ensure the main events,
thoughts and feelings are explored, and write in the first person..

•

Look at the different viewpoints of a key event – how would the different characters view
the same event? Write an event, passage or chapter from the perspective of another
character. How would they feel? How would they react? Would they have the same
opinion as someone else?

CREATE YOUR OWN STORY
•

Write a sequel for the book in the form of a short story using the same characters.

DYNAMIC DESCRIPTIONS
•

Explore the author’s descriptions of events, and use a similar style to create your own
descriptions of the various settings. Try to replicate the mood and atmosphere which are
created using descriptions of senses.

RECOUNT OF AN HISTORICAL EVENT
•

Pupils could research a key event during the time in which the story is set. Write a
full, factual account for a text book using various resources to gather information.
Alternatively, pupils could imagine they are a journalist and write a newspaper report
giving the details of the major event.

INFORMATION BOOK
•

Research what life was like for the characters in the book. Organise and present
information as a text book including sub-headings and paragraphs.

BIOGRAPHY
•

Write a short biography of one of the historical figures referenced in the story, e.g.
Boudica, Caliph Harun Al-Rashid, King Athelstan, Adolf Hitler, Winston Churchill.
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INDIVIDUAL TEACHER'S NOTES
Individual teacher's notes are available for the following titles:

Stone Age

Stone Age Tales by Terry Deary
The Great Storm - Click here to access
The Great Cave - Click here to access
The Great Flood - Click here to access
The Great Monster - Click here to access

Ancient Greece

Mark of the Cyclops by Saviour Pirotta
Click here to access

Romans

Queen of Darkness by Tony Bradman
Click here to access
Revolt Against the Romans by Tony Bradman
Click here to access

Golden Age of Islam

The Golden Horsemen of Baghdad by Saviour Pirotta
Click here to access

Anglo-Saxons

The First King of England by Stuart Hill
Click here to access

World War I

The Silver Hand by Terry Deary
Click here to access
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World War II

An Unlikely Spy
by Terry Deary
Click here to access
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