


EXTRACT 4: THE SCHOOL STRIKE
Extract taken from pages 158 - 160

‘I've read this carefully, Councillor Morgan says, holding the envelope out to Nerys. ‘But I'm afraid the
council cannot meet your demands. There is simply no budget for free school dinners.’

Nerys folds her arms, leaving the envelope in the councillor’s stubby ngers, halfway between them.

‘Please, sir,” Owen says, his voice level and calm. ‘In Natty’s last school, in Libanwy, they were fed.’

‘We were — and the puddings were really nice!’

Why the heck did | go and say that?

Councillor Morgan'’s eyes it to me. ‘I'm sure they were delicious, but it's a matter of priorities.’

‘Priorities?’ The word bursts from Nerys. ‘What’'s more important than this?’

Mad Dog leans over the councillor's shoulder. ‘Miss Williams tends to believe her views ought always
to be a priority.’

Councillor Morgan takes a deep breath. ‘Children, it is my belief that your education is suffering far
more from this strike than from lack of food. So | leave this situation in your headmaster’s capable hands.
But | suggest you have a long, hard think.” He looks around the crowd. ‘All of you.’

Some children, like lvy and Maude, are looking more determined than ever; some shuf e, and stare at the
pavement; but no one moves towards the gates. With a nod to Mad Dog, Councillor Morgan walks away.

Nerys grabs a placard off Albert. The one that says

WE SHALL FIGHT UNTIL WE WIN.

‘Oi!" he says, rubbing his hands together. ‘It's rude to snatch, mun!’

She pushes her way back through the strikers and starts to march along the pavement. She’s got some
guts, I'll give her that. Me and Owen look at each other, pick up our banner and join her. Soon, all the
strikers are marching and chanting again.

And, when | dare to look, Mad Dog has gone.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
« What decision has Councillor Morgan reached about school dinners?
« What reasons does Councillor Morgan give for his decision?
« How does Nerys react when Councillor Morgan announces his decision? How do you think she feels?

« What adjectives does the author use to describe Owen’s voice? How is this different to the way
Nerys’s speech is described?

« What does the word ‘priority’ mean in this context?

« Do you agree that free school dinners should be a priority for Yanysfach council? Why?
« Would you use the word ‘capable’ to describe Mr Manford?

« Inasmall group, can you act out this scene? Read the text carefully for directions.

+ What do you think might happen next? Do you think the strike will be successful? Discuss the
reasoning behind your answer.
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ACTIVITY 4: PRESS CONFERENCE AND
NEWSPAPER REPORT

+ Imagine you are a journalist at a local newspaper. You have been asked to write a report about

the Ynysfach school strike.

« Inorder to write your report, you need to gather as much information as you can about the
strike. To help you do this, you are going to call a press conference! A press conference is a
meeting in which journalists can put their questions to the people involved in an event. Who
will you invite to your press conference about the school strike? Perhaps Councillor Morgan,
Mr Manford, Natty, Nerys, Owen, Ffion and maybe a local resident? Your teacher will choose
some volunteers from your class to be in role as these characters. The rest of the class will be in
role as journalists and ask them questions. (Before the press conference starts you will need to

spend a bit of time getting into character and preparing your questions or answers.)

«  Take turns to put your questions to the characters. You want to find out as much as you can
about the strike and about different people’s opinions. Don’t forget to take notes — you might

want to include quotes from some of the characters in your newspaper report!

«  When the press conference is over, it’s time to start writing your report. You can use the
template on the following page. You should write in the third person and you could include:
- Asnappy, informative headline
- The key information about the strike (what, when, where, who and why)
- Quotes from people involved
- Abalance of different opinions

- Anpicture with a caption

Your newspaper report will help the people of Ynysfach understand more about the school strike!

for schools
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FURTHER ACTIVITY IDEAS

+  Draw a timeline from 1900 to the present day. Add the date the First World War began, when it ended,
the battle of Passchendaele and the time this book is set. You could also add some dates that are personal
to you such as your birth date. Can you work out how many years ago this book is set?

+  When Natty and Ffion arrive at the farmhouse on page 21, Aunty Mary is baking Welsh cakes. Try some
Welsh cakes yourself! You could have a go at baking your own (either at school or at home) or you could
buy some from the supermarket to try. What do you think? Do you prefer yours plain like Natty or with
jam like Huw? Can you think of anything you’d like to add to the recipe?

+  On page 152, Mad Dog says, ‘This is a matter for the council’. Write a letter to Ynysfach council from
the point of view of Nerys. Explain the reasons for your strike and why it is important. Can you persuade
them to give school children in Ynysfach free school dinners?

+  Research the poem ‘Strange Hells’ by Ivor Gurney which Nerys reads on page 69. Which lines do you
think are the most powerful? Performances of the poem can be found here: www.poetrybyheart.org.
uk/poems/strange-hells/ . Which performance do you find most effective and why? Practise reading the
poem aloud yourself.

+  Have a go at some of the activities that Natty and Johnny do together, for example playing marbles
(page 117), the squares game (page 169) and making a paper boat (page 170). Research other games that
children played in the 1920s. How was childhood in the 1920s different to childhood in the 2020s?

«  Put yourself in Huw’s position and retell chapters 48 and 49 from his point of view. What was Huw’s
experience of the morning? What were his hopes and worries? What emotions did he feel?

+ When you have finished the book, reflect on the themes it contains. Put these themes in order according
to how important you think they are in the story: the consequences of war, food poverty, the power of
protest, mental health, healing and recovery, family, friendship, care and compassion. Have you read any
other books with similar themes?

+  Can you think of any other titles Lesley Parr could have given the book? Why do you think she chose the
title, ‘When the War Came Home’?

+  What have you learned from reading this book that you didn’t know before? Has anything surprised you?

+  Where do you think the characters will be a year from the end of the book? Write an epilogue or a diary
entry from the point of view of one of the characters a year on. What do you think has happened in the
past year? Has Natty settled into life in Ynysfach? How is Huw? Is Owen getting on better at school?
Did Nerys get her scholarship to the Brecon County School?

+  Research the symbolism of the red poppies that appear on the front cover. Perhaps you could make red
poppies of your own out of paper for Remembrance Day?

«  The characters in the book feel strongly about the issue of free school dinners for all school children. Is
there an issue in your local community that you feel strongly about? Start a campaign. You could write
letters, make posters or present an assembly to your school to help raise awareness.
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You’ve now reached the end
of this resource pack for

When the War Came Home

We really hope these notes have proved to be a useful and fun
introduction to the themes and ideas found within this book.

We would love to see examples of any work created as a result of
this pack, so please do email them over to us on:

childrensmarketing(@bloomsbury.com

or share on Twitter tagging us at

(@KidsBloomsbury (@WelshDragonParr

Teaching resources are also available for Lesley’s Parr’s award-winning

debut novel The Valley of Lost Secrets.

You can download them here: http://bit.ly/ValleyTeach
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