


CONTENTS
Opening activity – Cover discussion

Theme 1 – Arriving in Ynysfach
Activities: Write a postcard from the point of view of Natty.

Objectives: Empathise with the narrator. Build up a picture of where and when the book is set. 

Theme 2 – The Consequences of War
Activities: Use words and images to represent Huw and Johnny’s thoughts and feelings.

Objectives: Begin to understand the continuing effects of the First World War on soldiers  
and their families in the 1920s.

Theme 3 – Natty’s Character
Activities: Create a character profile for Natty.

Objectives: Infer a character’s feelings, thoughts and motives from their words and actions.

Theme 4 – The School Strike
Activities: Hold a press conference and write a newspaper report about the school strike. 

Objectives: Understand the opinions of different characters in the book. Consider the impact  
of food poverty on school children. 

Further activity ideas

Suitable for: Ages 8+

Explore themes of: 4 Life in the Welsh valleys in the 1920s 4 The continuing impact of  
World War One  
4 Food poverty 4 Social justice 4 Mental health 4 Family and friendship

Subject Checklist: 4 Literacy 4 History 4 PSHE 4 Art and Design 4 Drama

The activities included here are suitable for the classroom or library sessions



BOOK COVER PROMPTS: 
• What genre do you think this book might fit within? 

• Which parts of the front cover grab your attention? 

• Where and when do you think the book might be set?

• Can you predict what the book might be about?

• Can you think of three questions you have about the book based on the front cover?



EXTRACT 1: ARRIVING IN YNYSFACH
Extract taken from pages 29 – 31

Nery’s room – our room, she called it – is right up in the eaves of the attic, small but cosy. 
There’s a metal-framed bed with a patchwork quilt, a chest of drawers, some shelves, and 
a little desk and chair squeezed under the sloping ceiling near the window. Nerys has a lot 
of books. They’re piled everywhere. But still, there’s space on one of the shelves; a folded 
sheet of paper stands on it, like a greetings card. I stop closer to see lots of fl owers scruffi ly 
drawn around the words:

Natty’s shelf
I go over to the chest of drawers, and there’s one open; inside is another fl owery note:

Natty’s drawer
I can’t help but smile. But what I can’t see is Natty’s bed. And no room to fi t one in 

either. Then I notice a lump at the bottom end of Nerys’s. I lift the quilt. Another pillow. 
So we’re topping and tailing then – oh, great! Her feet in my face all night.

I go over to the window. There she is, feeding the pigs, talking to them, looking sad. 
I suppose it’s because of her brother. First the soldier at the bus stop and now Huw. The 
war ended ages ago, but it feels like it hasn’t really gone away. We had three in Libanwy 
who didn’t come home. There’s a memorial in the chapel.

Nerys pats the pigs on their heads – just like Huw told me not to – and turns to the 
house. She sees me and waves, smiling again – happy to have me here. Willing to share 
what she’s got. I feel a twinge of guilt.

I wave back and start to unpack my things. The door creaks and I turn to see Mam’s head 
poking around the frame. ‘What a lovely room!’ She comes in. ‘You’ve always wanted an 
attic bedroom, haven’t you?’

‘Of my own, yeah,’ I mutter, shutting the drawer hard and straight away thinking of 
Huw again.

‘Oh, and look at that!’ She lifts the note off the shelf. ‘How kind!’
Yes, Nerys is kind. She’s welcomed us and made room for me. But that doesn’t mean 

she’s not annoying.
‘Ffi on?’ Aunty Mary calls up the stairs. ‘If that offer of helping with supper still stands, 

I could do with some carrots peeling.’
‘You’d better go, Mam,’ I say, putting my nightdress under my pillow.
She sighs and kisses me on the forehead. ‘We just have to make the best of it, love. 

It’s not forever.’



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

• Can you describe what Nerys and Natty’s room looks like?

• What can you infer about Nerys’s character from the description of her bedroom?

• What are Natty’s thoughts about sharing a room with Nerys? How do you know?

• Can you describe Natty’s mood in this extract? Why do you think she feels like this?

• What do you think Natty means when she says it feels like the war ‘hasn’t really gone away’?

• How do you think Nerys feels about having Natty to stay? Can you find evidence to support your answer?

• Is the book written in first person, second person or third person? Why do you think the author has chosen 
to write in this style?

• Put yourself in Natty’s position. In role as Natty, can you summarise what has happened in the story  
so far?



ACTIVITY 1: A POSTCARD HOME
• Imagine you are Natty. You are going to write a postcard to send home to your one of your 

best friends in Libanwy. Perhaps you could tell your friend about Ynysfach, Fferm Fach and 
the family members you have met. You might want to tell them about how you are feeling too. 

•  Address your postcard to your friend in Libanwy, which is in South Wales. 

•  Don’t forget to add a stamp! Can you work out when the book is set? How might stamps have 
looked diff erent then compared to stamps today? 

•  Now it’s time to design the front of your postcard! It might be helpful to have another read 
of pages 17–19 in which Natty describes Ynysfach. You could draw an image or scene from 
Ynysfach on the front of your postcard. Or perhaps you would like to draw a map? You could 
have a look at some postcards you’ve collected from holidays or postcards of your local area to 
give you ideas for your design. You can also fi nd out more about the history of postcard design 
on the Postal Museum website.

• You can use the template below to practice your drawing and then use the templates on the 
next page to create your fi nal postcard.





EXTRACT 2: THE CONSEQUENCES OF WAR
Extract taken from pages 51 – 52

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

• Think about what you have learnt so far in the book about Johnny and Huw. 
What do they have in common? 

• What do you think Charles means when he says, you bring the war home?

• What eff ect has the war had on Johnny? How do you think this must feel?

• Why does Charles say, ‘It depends what he remembers’?

• What memories do you think Huw has? 

• How has Huw’s behaviour changed since the war?

• How do you think Huw feels when he thinks about his experiences during the war?

• If Johnny and Huw could each have one wish, what do you think they would be?

‘But the war ended ages ago!’
‘It did,’ Charles says. ‘But we all bring it home. And now it’s locked away tight in a little 

corner of Johnny’s mind.’ He taps the side of his wheelchair.
‘What happened on those battlefi elds never really leaves us.’
I think of Huw. At the pigsty, fi t and strong, whirling Nerys around. Joking in the 

workshop. Slamming the dresser drawer. The battlefi elds haven’t left him either.
Charles sips his tea. ‘Sometimes Johnny remembers little fl ashes of things.’
‘That’s good,’ I say.
‘It depends what he remembers.’





EXTRACT 3: NATTY’S CHARACTER
Extract taken from page 145

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

• Can you describe how Natty feels as she looks at Huw?

• What has Huw lost that he can never get back?

• What does Natty decide to do to try and help Huw?

• Can you think of a time when talking to somebody about a problem or worry has helped you? 

• Do you think talking to Natty will help Huw? Why?

• Do you know what the word empathy means? In what ways has Natty shown empathy in the 
book so far? 

• Would you like to be friends with Natty? Why?

• In what ways do you think Natty and Nerys are diff erent? What skills do they each have?

I wish there was a way I could help him like I’m helping Johnny. But what Huw’s lost, he can never get 
back. Perhaps I can tidy his paintbrushes again and we can talk about Rhys. He said no one else knows, 
which means I’m the only one he can talk to. It’s probably not enough, but it’s something.



        

ACTIVITY 3: A CHARACTER PROFILE OF NATTY
Complete this character profi le for Natty. Begin by thinking of some good adjectives to describe 
Natty’s character. You could use the Extract 3 to give you ideas. Write your words in the character 
traits section of the profi le. Now think about Natty’s skills – what is she good at? Finally, focus on 
what her hopes and worries might be at this point in the book.

Character traits

Character traits

Skills

Skills



EXTRACT 4: THE SCHOOL STRIKE
Extract taken from pages 158 – 160

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
• What decision has Councillor Morgan reached about school dinners?
• What reasons does Councillor Morgan give for his decision?
• How does Nerys react when Councillor Morgan announces his decision? How do you think she feels?
• What adjectives does the author use to describe Owen’s voice? How is this diff erent to the way 

Nerys’s speech is described?
• What does the word ‘priority’ mean in this context? 
• Do you agree that free school dinners should be a priority for Yanysfach council? Why?
• Would you use the word ‘capable’ to describe Mr Manford? 
• In a small group, can you act out this scene? Read the text carefully for directions. 
• What do you think might happen next? Do you think the strike will be successful? Discuss the 

reasoning behind your answer.

‘I’ve read this carefully,’ Councillor Morgan says, holding the envelope out to Nerys. ‘But I’m afraid the 
council cannot meet your demands. There is simply no budget for free school dinners.’ 

Nerys folds her arms, leaving the envelope in the councillor’s stubby fi ngers, halfway between them. 
‘Please, sir,’ Owen says, his voice level and calm. ‘In Natty’s last school, in Libanwy, they were fed.’
‘We were – and the puddings were really nice!’
Why the heck did I go and say that?
Councillor Morgan’s eyes fl it to me. ‘I’m sure they were delicious, but it’s a matter of priorities.’
‘Priorities?’ The word bursts from Nerys. ‘What’s more important than this?’
Mad Dog leans over the councillor’s shoulder. ‘Miss Williams tends to believe her views ought always 

to be a priority.’
Councillor Morgan takes a deep breath. ‘Children, it is my belief that your education is suffering far 

more from this strike than from lack of food. So I leave this situation in your headmaster’s capable hands. 
But I suggest you have a long, hard think.’ He looks around the crowd. ‘All of you.’

Some children, like Ivy and Maude, are looking more determined than ever; some shuffl e, and stare at the 
pavement; but no one moves towards the gates. With a nod to Mad Dog, Councillor Morgan walks away.

Nerys grabs a placard off Albert. The one that says 
WE SHALL FIGHT UNTIL WE WIN.
‘Oi!’ he says, rubbing his hands together. ‘It’s rude to snatch, mun!’
She pushes her way back through the strikers and starts to march along the pavement. She’s got some 

guts, I’ll give her that. Me and Owen look at each other, pick up our banner and join her. Soon, all the 
strikers are marching and chanting again.

And, when I dare to look, Mad Dog has gone.



ACTIVITY 4: PRESS CONFERENCE AND  
NEWSPAPER REPORT

• Imagine you are a journalist at a local newspaper. You have been asked to write a report about 
the Ynysfach school strike.

• In order to write your report, you need to gather as much information as you can about the 
strike. To help you do this, you are going to call a press conference! A press conference is a 
meeting in which journalists can put their questions to the people involved in an event. Who 
will you invite to your press conference about the school strike? Perhaps Councillor Morgan, 
Mr Manford, Natty, Nerys, Owen, Ffion and maybe a local resident? Your teacher will choose 
some volunteers from your class to be in role as these characters. The rest of the class will be in 
role as journalists and ask them questions. (Before the press conference starts you will need to 
spend a bit of time getting into character and preparing your questions or answers.)

• Take turns to put your questions to the characters. You want to find out as much as you can 
about the strike and about different people’s opinions. Don’t forget to take notes – you might 
want to include quotes from some of the characters in your newspaper report!

• When the press conference is over, it’s time to start writing your report. You can use the 
template on the following page. You should write in the third person and you could include:

 - A snappy, informative headline

 - The key information about the strike (what, when, where, who and why)

 - Quotes from people involved 

 - A balance of different opinions

 - A picture with a caption

Your newspaper report will help the people of Ynysfach understand more about the school strike!





FURTHER ACTIVITY IDEAS

• Draw a timeline from 1900 to the present day. Add the date the First World War began, when it ended, 
the battle of Passchendaele and the time this book is set. You could also add some dates that are personal 
to you such as your birth date. Can you work out how many years ago this book is set?

• When Natty and Ffion arrive at the farmhouse on page 21, Aunty Mary is baking Welsh cakes. Try some 
Welsh cakes yourself! You could have a go at baking your own (either at school or at home) or you could 
buy some from the supermarket to try. What do you think? Do you prefer yours plain like Natty or with 
jam like Huw? Can you think of anything you’d like to add to the recipe?

• On page 152, Mad Dog says, ‘This is a matter for the council’. Write a letter to Ynysfach council from 
the point of view of Nerys. Explain the reasons for your strike and why it is important. Can you persuade 
them to give school children in Ynysfach free school dinners?

• Research the poem ‘Strange Hells’ by Ivor Gurney which Nerys reads on page 69. Which lines do you 
think are the most powerful? Performances of the poem can be found here: www.poetrybyheart.org.
uk/poems/strange-hells/ . Which performance do you find most effective and why? Practise reading the 
poem aloud yourself. 

• Have a go at some of the activities that Natty and Johnny do together, for example playing marbles 
(page 117), the squares game (page 169) and making a paper boat (page 170). Research other games that 
children played in the 1920s. How was childhood in the 1920s different to childhood in the 2020s?

• Put yourself in Huw’s position and retell chapters 48 and 49 from his point of view. What was Huw’s 
experience of the morning? What were his hopes and worries? What emotions did he feel?

• When you have finished the book, reflect on the themes it contains. Put these themes in order according 
to how important you think they are in the story: the consequences of war, food poverty, the power of 
protest, mental health, healing and recovery, family, friendship, care and compassion. Have you read any 
other books with similar themes?

• Can you think of any other titles Lesley Parr could have given the book? Why do you think she chose the 
title, ‘When the War Came Home’?

• What have you learned from reading this book that you didn’t know before? Has anything surprised you? 
• Where do you think the characters will be a year from the end of the book? Write an epilogue or a diary 

entry from the point of view of one of the characters a year on. What do you think has happened in the 
past year? Has Natty settled into life in Ynysfach? How is Huw? Is Owen getting on better at school? 
Did Nerys get her scholarship to the Brecon County School?

• Research the symbolism of the red poppies that appear on the front cover. Perhaps you could make red 
poppies of your own out of paper for Remembrance Day?

• The characters in the book feel strongly about the issue of free school dinners for all school children. Is 
there an issue in your local community that you feel strongly about? Start a campaign. You could write 
letters, make posters or present an assembly to your school to help raise awareness.



You’ve now reached the end  
of this resource pack for  

When the War Came Home
We really hope these notes have proved to be a useful and fun  
introduction to the themes and ideas found within this book. 

We would love to see examples of any work created as a result of  
this pack, so please do email them over to us on: 

 
childrensmarketing@bloomsbury.com 

or share on Twitter tagging us at 

@KidsBloomsbury @WelshDragonParr

Teaching resources are also available for Lesley’s Parr’s award-winning 
debut novel The Valley of Lost Secrets.

You can download them here: http://bit.ly/ValleyTeach


