EXTRACTS AND NOTES FOR KS2
Suitable for: Ages 9+
Explore themes of:
✓ The Second World War
✓ The Phony War
✓ Mystery
✓ Friendship
✓ Family bonds
✓ Piecing clues together
✓ Espionage
✓ Subject Checklist:
✓ Literacy
✓ History (HISTORICAL FICTION)
✓ PSHE
✓ Art

CONTENTS
Extract 1: Setting the Scene (taken from Chapter 2)
Objectives: Consider the importance of clues to solve a mystery; understand key topic vocabulary
related to clues and mysteries; identify negative language references and their meaning.

Extract 2: Is it possible? (taken from Chapter 11)
Objectives: Consider the concept of the Phony War; write a diary entry based on
understanding the clues so far.

Extract 3: The Plot Thickens (taken from Chapter 17)
Objectives: Understand the use of words and phrases to describe something strange; analyse all of
the facts and write a police report card; draw an image from all of the key clues.

Extract 4: The Verger (taken from Chapter 20)
Objectives: Consider the significance of ‘The Verger’; understand the relevance of each detail and
clue; write a haiku to show understanding of three key themes from the book.

Extract 5: Miss de Vere (taken from Chapter 22)
Objectives: Understand the scene and expand on it further; consider all the clues in a visual task;
write a descriptive summary about the book using the visual clues.

EXTRACT 1: SETTING THE SCENE (CHAPTER 2)

Discussion Questions
• How many negative word/phrases are used in this extract?
• What was the main reason for the blackout blinds?
• What do ‘the dark windows’ signify?
• Which item did they take to school that seemed odd? Why was it odd?
• The writer starts the book talking about the weather. What does this add to the mood and
context?

ACTIVITY 1
Are you a super- sleuth like Justice?

Task
Use the visual clues on the front of the book to make predictions about what might happen.
Then, can you piece all of the clues together and write the blurb for the book?
The Blurb

Now read the actual blurb from the back of the book.
Super-smart by day, super-sleuth by night, Justice Jones is on the case . . .
Beyond the safe walls of Highbury House Boarding School for Girls the Second World War has broken
out, and everything has changed.
So when super-sleuth Justice sees a face outside the dormitory window two storeys up, she’s relieved
that one thing has remained the same: there are still mysteries to solve! Then she and her friends begin
hearing voices coming from an empty attic . . .
Could there be an enemy spy in their midst? Justice is about to face her biggest challenge yet . . .
What comparisons can you make between this blurb and your blurb?
Can you work with a partner and make a list of key words you think will be important in the book
based on your understanding so far?
Key word prediction task

When you start reading the book, come back to this list and see how many words you can tick off.

EXTRACT 2: IS IT POSSIBLE? (CHAPTER 11)

Discussion Questions
• Why do you think Letitia says ‘it doesn’t seem possible that there’s a war on’?
• Can you explain the meaning of this phrase, and who is ‘them’ referring to?
‘The phony war was not phony to them.’
• How could the spy have been able to reach the window two storeys up?
Letitia thought the spy might have been a parachutist.
Discuss with a partner and see how many possibilities you can think of, give a reason for
each of your answers.
Maybe he was a …………………………….
Maybe he was a …………………………….
Maybe he was a …………………………….

ACTIVITY 2
Justice tells her friends that she has three mysteries for them.
1. The face in the window of the North Turret
2. Dorothy hearing voices
3. Mr Hoffman talking on the phone in German
Can you work in groups to piece these clues together and solve the mystery? Consider the three
mysteries – are they connected? Write your thoughts in your own diary entry

Diary Entry

EXTRACT 3: THE PLOT THICKENS (CHAPTER 17)

Discussion Questions
• What is the meaning of the phrase ‘a red
herring’?
• Justice wrote in her diary: ‘it was all
getting very strange. Fishy, in fact.’ What
do you think the word ‘fishy’ means here?
Can you think of any similar words or
phrases?
• Why did Rose tell Eva not to be silly?
• What did Eva say she saw against the
blackout blind? What do you think Eva
saw?

ACTIVITY 3A
Assemble the facts and look for a pattern.
Work in pairs or small groups. Look at all the facts so far – can you find a pattern? Can you work
together to try and answer Justice’s questions?
•W
 ho else was involved?
•M
 aybe Monsieur Pierre (RIP)?
•M
 aybe someone at Dad’s work?
Write your answers on this report card to help the police solve the case.

Police Report Card

ACTIVITY 3B
The police need your help to try and identify the man at the window. Use these clues to help you
draw a picture.

‘I saw a man’s shadow!’
‘At the window.’
‘We’re two floors up.’
‘I saw a shape against the blackout blind.’
‘There was a full moon.’

EXTRACT 4: THE VERGER (CHAPTER 20)

Discussion Questions
• How do you think the note got into the
hymn book?
• What is the significance of the words
‘Veritas et Fortitudo’?
• Why do you think Justice feels faint?
• Who did Henry recognise immediately?
• Make a note of all the ways in which the
writer makes references to the Verger in
this extract. What does this add to your
understanding of the Verger?

ACTIVITY 4A
Consider the clues – can you piece them all together? What is the significance of each clue?

The Hymn Book

A small, handwritten note

Veritas et fortitudo

The Verger
The Church

ACTIVITY 4B: A HAIKU
A haiku is a poem with three lines. You must have 5 syllables in the first line, 7 syllables in the
second line and 5 syllables in the third line.
Work in pairs or small groups to write your own haiku about the key themes and characters from the
book?
Line 1 – Show your understanding of Justice the super-sleuth (5 syllables)
Line 2 – Show your understanding of the Second World War and the Phony War (7 syllables)
Lie 3 – Show your understanding of ‘the spy’(5 syllables)
Here is an example:
Justice super sleuth (5 syllables)
War, no war, gas masks, phony (7 syllables)
Mysteries and clues (5 syllables)
Haiku

EXTRACT 5: MISS DE VERE (CHAPTER 22)

Discussion Questions
• Why did Justice hardly have enough
breath to shout?
• What do you think Miss de Vere noticed
when she saw Justice’s face?
• Explain why it was necessary for Miss de
Vere to ask the girls to calm down?
• What does ‘she was dripping on to Miss de
Vere’s carpet’ make reference to?

ACTIVITY 5A
Justice is out of breath and struggling to give all the necessary details to Miss de Vere.
Justice says:
‘Tunnel . . . ’
‘Under the church . . . ’
‘Gravestones . . . ’
‘The Verger . . . ’
These details do not give a clear enough picture to Miss de Vere or the police. Use the words Justice
says and turn them into a conversation detailing everything Justice wanted to say in full. The police
need all the details to help catch the spy.
Write the more detailed conversation in this speech bubble

ACTIVITY 5B: PROJECT TASK

How much can you remember from the story?
Remember, to be a super-sleuth you need to
remember all the details and clues to solve the
mystery.
Work with a partner or in a small group and
share your ideas.
What details, clues and words can you add to
each location in the maps? Reflect back on the
story and all the clues you can remember.
Now write a short descriptive summary
detailing the events from the book. Use the
details and clues you wrote on the maps to help
you.

