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harsh conditions?

Tardigrades — also known as water bears — are tiny eight-legged
creatures that are about half a millimetre long. They evolved about 600
million years ago and are still around today.

They are amazingly tough. They can survive in extreme heat and cold,
high or low pressures, and even without air or water. When conditions
are particularly harsh they go into a sort of hibernation and can survive
without food or water for an amazing 30 years. Tardigrades have even
survived spending 10 days in the vacuum of space! We can learn

more about how life survives in different environments by studying
tardigrades.
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