
‘Sublimely funny and seriously entertaining, 

this is the ideal way to get your youngsters 

hooked on reading. . . and medieval mischief!’ 

Lancashire Evening Post

‘I love these books so much! Mr Gum levels of 
weird and brilliant’  

Jo Nadin

‘What a hero! What a 
story! Sublime daftness 
on every page.’

Jeremy Strong

“Probably the funniest book I’ve ever read.  

A masterclass in silliness!”

Gary Northfield, author of Julius Zebra series

‘A ridiculously appealing story . . . wacky, original, 
fantastic and funny, it’s so good you’ll have to read 
it for yourself!’ School Librarian

‘Brimming with ludicrou
s magic and 

fizzing with irresistible
 comedy.’

Peter Lord

‘Absolutely hilarious nonsense. I even forgive 
them for spelling my name wrong in the title, 

that’s how funny it is.’ Louie Stowell

‘As if Hans Christian Andersen had cornered 
you in a pub and got his own yarn in the 
wrong order, or The Brothers Grimm had 

squeezed up next to you with a Tupperware  
box of home-made sandwiches on a long  

coach journey.’ Stewart Lee, comedian

‘Dazzlingly silly and brilliant fun.’
Matt Brown

Hip hip hoorays for the Knight Sir Louis series!
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‘I think the Brothers McLeod are really good at 
telling stories because Knight Sir Louis is funny 
in so many unimaginable ways.’ Annabel, aged 9

‘Will appeal to anyone 

who likes adventures 

and laughing.’ 

Philip Reeve

‘One of the funniest 
books you will read 

this year!’ – My 
Book Corner

‘Refreshing and entertaining.’ – Books for Topics

‘These books are stone 

cold smashers!’  

Stuart Heritage

‘This book made me feel 
happy and I want to read 

more in this series – a 5  
book’ Rubiroo, aged 9

‘I was laughing at lots 

of parts in this book!’ 

Ibrahim, aged 9

‘My 9-year-old boy loved 
it and I could hear him 

chuckling to himself while he 
was engrossed in the book.’ 

A Wilford

‘I loved this book as it was LAUGH OUT 
LOUD!’ Bweemz, aged 10

‘My son could not literally put this down. You don’t get 
many books with belly laughs and giggles but this hit the 
spot for my almost-7-year-old.’ Chris Lee
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KNIGHT SIR LOUIS
And the Sinister Snowball

The Brothers McLeod

Knight Sir Louis 4.indd   3Knight Sir Louis 4.indd   3 22/08/2023   16:5622/08/2023   16:56



KNIGHT SIR LOUIS AND THE SINISTER SNOWBALL
is a GUPPY BOOK

First published in 2023 by 
Guppy Books,
Bracken Hill, 

Cotswold Road, 
Oxford OX2 9JG

Text copyright © The Brothers McLeod

978 1 913101 961

1 3 5 7 9 10 8 6 4 2

The rights of The Brothers McLeod to be identified as 
the author of this work has been asserted in accordance 

with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by 

any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without the prior permissions of the publishers. 

Papers used by Guppy Books are from well-managed 
forests and other responsible sources. 

GUPPY PUBLISHING LTD Reg. No. 11565833

A CIP catalogue record for this book is 
available from the British Library. 

Typeset in 13½/20 pt Adobe Garamond by  
Falcon Oast Graphic Art Ltd, www.falcon.uk.com

Printed and bound in Great Britain by CPI Books Ltd

Knight Sir Louis 4.indd   4Knight Sir Louis 4.indd   4 22/08/2023   16:5622/08/2023   16:56



To Louis, Lyla, Audrey, Finty and Rosa
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The young hero of this tale. 
A calm and clear-thinking 
champion in a wild, weird 
world. The most difficult quests 
are entrusted to him. His name 
is pronounced ‘Loo-ee’.

A trusty (never rusty) robot horse. Sturdy, brave and 
always ready to join Louis on a dangerous quest. Also 
loves flying and poetry.
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A super-smart boar with a love 
of adventure, mushrooms and 
adventure. Did I mention she likes 
adventure? And mushrooms.

A young, self-taught wizentor 
(that’s a wizard and inventor). 
Always coming up with 
new and fun ways to use 
machines and magic.

The (mostly) kind and often (not) 
sensible King of Squirrel Helm 
who rules from Castle Sideways.
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Headmaster at the Knights of the 
Future School (KOFS for short).

A daring young knight with a very 
loud voice. DRAGONFLAP, HO!

A wise, no-nonsense, 
champion knight. Also . . . 
she’s Knight Sir Louis’ mum.

A magical sword recycled from a magic 
mirror. Likes reflecting magical spells, 
chopping through nasty things, and 
singing. (Is an awful singer).
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A cunning knight. An expert cheat. 
Usually seen with his pet bird Peck.

Splint’s five little 
siblings and helpers. 

Supreme Overlord 
of the freezing  
cold Brrrrrland. 
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CHAPTER ONE BELOW ZERO 

Welcome to Castle Sideways in the Kingdom of 
Squirrel Helm!

Squirrel Helm has four seasons.
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Now, let’s head further north to the country of 
Brrrrrland.

Brrrrrland also has four seasons.

Except for one year when a weather wizard 
stopped by. Then there was: 
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Winter. 
Winter. 
Winter.  
And a new season, Roo-bee-doo-dang.
During Roo-bee-doo-dang all the snow turned 

orange and tasted of pineapple. It also snowed 
upwards.
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CHAPTER ZERO 

They say Brrrrrland is home to lots of different icy 
creatures, including . . .
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Do these things really exist? Well  . . . I don’t 
know. But I’m sure we’ll find out. 

We’ll be spending quite a bit of time in the 
land of Brrrrrland so you might want to find a 
warm hat and some toasty gloves. You don’t want 
to catch a cold from this book. Brrrr. But for now, 
let’s head to the warmth of Chapter One.
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CHAPTER ONE

It was dinner time at Castle Sideways. 
Dinner was always tasty, but these 
days it wasn’t very surprising. Not 
since King Burt had rediscovered his 
favourite childhood meal.
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Knight Sir Louis, champion knight at Castle 
Sideways, was completely fed up with beans. So 
he decided to see if he could make some changes. 

On his travels he had met an ogre called Dollop. 
Dollop was a wonderful chef and Louis asked 
him to visit and to cook for everyone at Castle 
Sideways.
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‘But does he know how to cook beans on toast?’ 
asked King Burt. ‘I do like beans on toast. And 
toast and beans.’
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‘Yes, your majesty, we’d noticed,’ said Louis 
soothingly, ‘but Dollop can cook anything.’

‘Then tonight we will feast on beany toasties!’ 
said Burt.

‘I was thinking we could try something called 
pizza,’ said Louis.

‘Does it have beans on it?’ asked King Burt.
‘Not usually,’ said Louis. 

It turned out that King Burt did like pizza. 
King Burt asked Dollop to stay and appointed 
him Head Chef to Castle Sideways. Everyone 
was relieved. Everyone except Farmer Pinto who 
supplied the castle with tins of beans. 
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One pizza night during the month of Yoghurt, 
Louis was sitting beside his friends Pearlin the 
wizentor and Henrietta Catalogue the talking boar.

‘Oo! My pizza has lovely truffling mushrooms,’ 
said Catalogue happily.

‘I’m well hungry,’ said Pearlin, wide-eyed with 
pleasure. ‘I didn’t have lunch cos my pet dragon 
ate it.’

‘I suppose 
that’s what 
you get if 
your pet 
dragon has two 
heads!’ laughed Louis.
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Before they tucked in, King Burt stood and 
made an announcement.

‘My good subjects, here we are once more 
enjoying delicious food. Thank you, Dollop. And 
thank you, Sir Louis, for showing me that there 
was more to dinner than beans on toast.’

‘In fact,’ continued the king, ‘I’ve realised I’ve 
become stuck in my ways. It’s time to do things 
differently. To think OUTSIDE THE BOX!’

‘Sounds good,’ said Pearlin, who was always 
creating new magical inventions. 
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‘Sounds fun times,’ said Catalogue, who loved 
discovering weird new plants.

‘Sounds amazing,’ said Louis, who loved 
unexpected adventures.

‘And that is why  . . .’ continued King Burt, 
‘. . . I am sending Knight Sir Louis to school!’

The room went very quiet.
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