




FOCUS TWO: JUSTICE VERSUS REVENGE 
Read this extract from page 105

Th e sphinx bent her head and lapped from the pool.
Now you.
Anya knelt on the stones, scooped up the water in her hand and drank; for minutes she knelt there. 

Soon her stomach was tight as a drum from the water, but still there was the burning in her throat.
‘I’m still so thirsty,’ said Anya. ‘Th e water doesn’t help.’
Naravirala nodded her great head. ‘Th en it is not thirst for water. It is thirst for something else.’
‘For what?’
‘For truth, I imagine. For justice.’ She looked harder at Anya: at the dark rings under her eyes, and 

the shine within them. ‘For something more than that too. Something darker. Take care, child, that 
you do not burn through your own heart, and leave yourself with nothing but a scorched scar to rely 
on.’

Anya wiped her mouth and looked the sphinx straight in her huge tawny eyes. ‘I won’t,’ she said.
But the sphinx’s words had helped her understand. She knew what it was, that burning in her body.
It was a thirst for revenge.
I have to kill my uncle.
It was the only way to avenge her grandfather, to save her father, to protect her own life. She could 

not, would not, live in a world in which Claude Argen lived too.
She had no weapons, she was dressed in torn and bloodied silk, she had a baby bird in her dress, 

and she was a child. None of it mattered. She raised her wrist, and Gallia fl ew to land on it. Th e bird, 
looking at the beloved girl’s face, shivered. Th ere was love, and longing, and death in it.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Can you defi ne the word ‘justice’? What do you think of when you hear the word justice? 

2. When Naravirala looks harder at Anya, what does she see?

3. What do you think Naravirala means when she says, ‘Take care, child, that you do not burn through your 
 own heart’?

4. What impact do Naravirala’s words have on Anya?

5. What does it mean to seek ‘revenge’? Can you think of any other stories in which a character has sought   
 revenge on another character? 

6. How do you think Anya feels at the end of this extract?



ACTIVITY! JUSTICE VERSUS REVENGE

Justice and revenge are themes that run through the novel. With a partner, sort the words below into those you 
would associate with revenge and those you would associate with justice.

Can you think of any more words you would associate with either justice or revenge? How would you describe 
the diff erence between justice and revenge? 

Discuss the scenarios below. For each scenario, think about what justice might look like, what revenge might 
look like and what the consequences of each might be.

•  Why do you think someone might seek revenge rather than justice?

•  What do you think justice might look like for Anya and what might revenge look like? 
 What might the consequences of each be, for Anya and for others?

•  If you could speak to Anya at this point in the story, what do you think you might say to her?

Accountability Retaliation Truth Fairness Anger

PaybackPreventionBalanceVengeance

Someone steals your favourite 
water bottle from your bag at 
school.

During a football match, a 
member of the opposite team 
fouls you on purpose and you 
get injured.

A friend borrows your earbuds 
and breaks them. 

A classmate bashes into you in 
the corridor and you fall over.



FURTHER ACTIVITY IDEAS
What do you think Anya’s father means when he says, ‘worship gold, and you’ll never feel you have enough of it’ (page 
141)? Do you agree? With your class, draw a line on the fl oor with ‘strongly agree’ at one end and ‘strongly disagree’ at 
the other. For each of the following statements, stand somewhere on the line according to how strongly you agree or 
disagree: Money is important; Money makes you happy; You can never have enough money. Th en, write a list of things 
you think are more important than money. Do you think Anya and Christopher would agree? What might they add to 
this list? What about Claude?

How does this quote from page 148 make you feel: ‘It was the ruin of something terrifying, wild and magnifi cent. Th ey 
had been thousands of years alive. Th ey had been titans’? How does Christopher react to the discovery of the dragons? 
Christopher is a Guardian of the Archipelago. What might it mean to be a Guardian of life on Earth?

On page 186, Christopher begins making the antidote to the poison. Write your own recipe for a magical potion. 
What powers will your potion bestow? Perhaps it could be an antidote to greed or grant the power to talk to animals? 

On page 191, Anya meets a chimaera with three heads. What kind of personality or character does each head have? 
Invent your own chimaera and write a conversation between the heads! Can you give them each a diff erent voice and 
personality?

On page 239, Christopher refl ects on Anya’s character and what her friendship means to him. Put yourself in Anya’s 
shoes and write about Christopher. What do you like and admire about Christopher? How do you feel when you are 
with him? 

As a class, hot seat Claude. What were his motivations? What might his back story be? Does he feel any remorse? 

At the end of the novel, Dousha is ruled by a representative parliament rather than a monarch. How are these two 
systems diff erent? What are the pros and cons of each system? Which would you prefer to live under?

One of the epigraphs at the start of the book is a quote from Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Find a plot summary of Hamlet. 
How do you think Katherine Rundell may have been inspired by Hamlet ?

Th emes that run through the novel include: friendship, love, justice, revenge, greed, power, nature, freedom and 
bravery. Create a diamond nine with the theme you think is most important in the novel at the top and the one you 
think is the least important at the bottom. Compare with a partner, justifying your choices.

Th e next adventure in the Impossible Creatures series will be out in autumn 2026. Can you predict what might happen 
in this story? What do you think the title of the book might be?
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